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AWAIT!

Serial classes on awaiting moshiach
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In the future, the Messianic king will arise and renew the
Davidic dynasty, restoring it to its initial sovereignty. He will
build the Temple and gather the dispersed of Israel.

Then, in hisdays, the observance of all the statutes will return
to their previous state. We will offer sacrifices, observe the
Sabbatical and Jubilee years according to all their particulars
as described by the Torah.

Anyone who does not believe in him or does not await
his coming, denies not only the statements of the other
prophets, but those of the Torah and Moses, our teacher. The
Torah testified to his coming, as Deuteronomy 30:3-5 states:

God will bring back your captivity and have mercy upon you.
He will again gather you from among the nations... Even if
your Diaspora is at the ends of the heavens, God will gather
you up from there... and bring you to the land....

These explicit words of the Torah include all the statements
made by all the prophets.

Reference to Mashiach is also made in the portion of Bilaam
who prophesies about two anointed kings: the first anointed
king, David, who saved Israel from her oppressors; and the
final anointed king who will arise from his descendants and
save Israel in the end of days. That passage Numbers 24:17-18
relates:

'T see it, but not now' - This refers to David;

'I perceive it, but not in the near future;" - This refers to the
Messianic king;

'A star shall go forth from Jacob' - This refers to David;

EPISODE 1:
Man or Moment?

Establishing the foundation, sources
and definitions of what precisely we
are meant to believe in.
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The twelfth principle The Messianic era and that is to
believe and to confirm that he will come and not to think
that he is late. 'If the tarries, wait for him' and do not give
him a [set] time and do not create analyses from the verses
to extrapolate the time of his coming. And the sages said
(Sanhedrin 97b), "The spirit of those that calculate the end
should blow up." And [from this principle is] that he believes
that [the Messiah] will have great advantage and stature and
honor above all of the kings that ever were; according to that
which all of the prophets prophesied about him; from Moshe,
our teacher, - peace be upon him - to Malachi, peace be upon
him. And one who doubts him or for whom his stature is
diminished denies the Torah, as the Torah testifies about
him in Parshat Bilaam and in Parshat Atem Netsavim. And
included in this principle is that there should not be a king
in Israel except from the House of David alone. And anyone
who disputes [the status] of this family, denies the name of
God, may He be blessed, and the words of His prophets
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of the Messiah. Rabbi Elazar ben Azarya says: The messianic
era will last seventy years, as it is stated: “And it shall come
to pass on that day, that Tyre shall be forgotten seventy
years, according to the days of one king” (Isaiah 23:15). In
this context, one [eXad], means unique [meyuXad]. Which is
the unique king? You must say that this is a reference to the
Messiah.

ay PRI 7,2y 22200 MR MMNMT ATOY IR 2
mwn Oa? PR MK 90 7 00T MT 0 21D whw
PRI M2 IMRPOR 120w PRIR

Rabbi Yehuda HaNasi says: The messianic era will last three
generations, as it is stated: “May they fear You as long as
the sun and moon endure, throughout the generations [dor
dorim]” (Psalms 72:5). Dor is singular and dorim is plural,
for a total of three generations. Rabbi Hillel says: There is no
Messiah coming for the Jewish people, as they already ate
from him, as all the prophecies relating to the Messiah were
already fulfilled, during the days of Hezekiah.
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Rav Yosef says: May the Master forgive Rabbi Hillel for
stating matters with no basis. With regard to Hezekiah, when
was hisreign? It was during the First Temple period. Whereas
Zechariah ben Berechiah, the prophet, prophesied during the
Second Temple period and said: “Rejoice greatly, daughter of
Zion; shout, daughter of Jerusalem; behold, your king will
come to you; he is just and victorious; lowly and riding upon
a donkey and upon a colt, the foal of a donkey” (Zechariah
9:9). In the generations after Hezekiah, there are prophecies
about both redemption and the coming of the Messiah.
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'and a staff shall arise in Israel' - This refers to the Messianic
king;

'crushing all of Moab's princes' - This refers to David as II
Samuel 8:2 relates: 'He smote Moab and measured them with
aline;'

'decimating all of Seth's descendants' - This refers to the
Messianic king about whom Zechariah 9:10 prophesies: 'He
will rule from sea to sea.'

'"Edom will be demolished' - This refers to David as IT Samuel
8:6 states 'Edom became the servants of David;'

'Seir will be destroyed' - this refers to the Messianic king as
Ovadiah 1:21 prophesies: 'Saviors will ascend Mount Zion to
judge the mountain of Esau...."
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Similarly, with regard to the cities of refuge, Deuteronomy
19:8-9 states: 'When God will expand your borders... you
must add three more cities." This command was never
fulfilled. Surely, God did not give this command in vain.

There is noneed to cite proofs from the works of the prophets
for all their books are filled with mention of this matter.
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§ It is taught in a baraita: Rabbi Eliezer says: The messianic
era will be forty years long, as it is stated: “Forty years will
I strive with the generation” (Psalms 95:10). The forty years
of strife with the gentiles will be followed by the glory days



